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Boot camp helps women
fight business obstacles

B HUBER HERMANDES
e TENCErE LTl co
hires bundred women seeking an ar-
senal of ddeas and high-caliber am
marnition to hattle husiness nhata-
|1|"\- are aang !'u'I.I:1]I|I\.'I\.I far 'I'II.
Wimen Entreprencuss” Small Business
oot Camp
Susan Batliff, president of Exhibin Ex.
perts, nitiated the Tan. 8 eveni o rlly the
prowing number of women who we stan-
Ing sheir gwn micro-engerprises, The all-day
workshops and paneks will ke place at the
Hiltisin Scattsdale Resort
Attendocs will be educated and mastiatad

EVENT FACTS

What: Women Entreprenauns’
Small Busgmess Boot Camp
Whene lan. 8, 7 a.m. 1D 430 p.m
Whare: Hiftan Scoftadake Resart
in Scottsdale

Registration: s csfibilesperts
BI.Com

Cost: 5749, including lunch for
parhcpants; $2375 for exhibitors

by two keynose speakers, nine workshop
leaders, o panel of five sward-winning
WA I"II.‘\:I‘III:\"- AT TS a'II:IIE :IIH".I‘- it -
hibiroas.

Rantliff sald she dellberntely chose the ne-
nonsense, military “hoot camp” theme 1o
sl this conleErence = serious

Jonuary’s event 15 the Hest of what she
plars 10 make an annieal affair,

“Thix i= my dream, It's time 10 pive the
mighty micreentreprenear information
Ihuy can relse ta and immediately 1r||p|r-
micrit oo haiild thelr business.”

Bunincsswormen can leam abous market-
i, sales, and finance at the camp, she
saal

Self employment rates for females have
risen sharply since 1979, acconding 1o a De-
cember repont by the Mational Association
for the SaIf Employed.

Reares for blacks and Larinos also have in.
creased. Micro-bsiness |||.'|.1|;|_'I'5|'||]:| pro-
vikless the makn serce of income for more
than 12 milllon Americans, according 1o
NASE.

Helen Goldman, esvnier of Primo Promos,
which sells |1r|urua-|:i|m_1| products, will be
among those arending the bool camp. She
s fomiliar with the speakers, and knows
thiv have been in the Msiness renches

GET CONNECTED
Exhibit Exparts: 6024273634

with the will 10 survive

Tve aended other svents For years, bat
have newer come sway with any real am
minaition,” she sadd,

“T don't have time for fadf, T wang meat
] patrianioes.”

Gioldman saud the conference linsup looks
like it can roaghen up any businesswoman,

The boot camp targets micrs-business
et wilh bess than 10 |'r||'|'|r|u'|,'~. HER= ||
as home-based businesses, Ratliff saad,

Marketing consultant Debbie Allen & one

it the kevnote speakers, Allen winie the
book, “Artracting Customers Like Crazy,”

Panel leaders include Dornna Davs. dinec-
1o ol the Phoenix Chapter of the Nationsl
Aesnciation of Women Business Oamers;
Amnetie Alvarer, Ahares lnc; Trish Bear, |
Denise Haney, Mewpoin Furnishings;
N Cathy Bua, Cathy's Bum Cake

Wirkshap opi de Twenty Market-
ing ke 10 Increass Your Business 3 Pe
cert, amd D I B,

RosliH a 1 Drer,
founder nnd ¢ the Arbrona
Hiomie-based Bassiness Counctl, 10 present
the 2005 Home Business Crown Jowel
Awind

Dvez, owner of home-hased firm A Perdect
Salution, created the national award. The
awnrd recognizes the coninbutions home-
hused businesses moke 1w the UL econ.
amy. This is the sccomnd vear the pward has
been given.

Ann Videan, owner of Videan Unlimited
.\iurku‘ti‘ng Connections LLE in Mesa. o PR
agency, will recetve the awird o the en-
[repremcurs boot camp.

Raliff said she warted (o create an event
that welcomes all micro Misitiesses and cel.
chrates the micro-business owner.

"W don't want 1o be a company with 100
emphners,” she said,

B POLAIN THE BUSIHESS MO RRAL

Susan Ratliff, forefront, organizer of the Women Entrepreneurs’ Small Business Boot
Camp, wants to provide micro-ontreprensurs such as Helen Goldman of Primos

Promuos

Ratlift said she plans an inlormal “olfi-
cers' club” happy hour afier the confurence,
This will provide participants a chance 1o
decompress and share 1ips and cama-

| Self-employment up for women,

'BY RUBEN HERNANDET
oumals com

Selfemployment rutes  Bor  women,
bilscks and Latines have rsen shamply since
197,

Raten mereased 33 percent for women,
37 percent for Backs. and 15 percent o
Latinos, sccording vo a siady by the Office
o Achvocney of the 115 Small Business ad-
skl

“Sell-cmployvment & o criticad part of our
coonormy, said Thomas Sullivan, chief
codiree]| for acdy ocacy

*The increaxe in selt-emplovment mies

for women, blads, and Latings show that
small-business awnership can move mi-
norities and women further imo our eco-
momic madrstream.”

The saudy is tithed, “Sel-Emploved Busi-
e Ohwiership Raales in the Linited Sanies:
1979-2003.7 It was released at the Wash-
imgiom alfices: of the Nutional Asociailon
for the Self-Employed, or MASE,

“This stady provides definitive evidence
for the growth tremd we've scen imocne
trepreneurship over the vears,” said Robent
Hughes, prasident of the National Associa-
tian far the Self Employed.

Infermation to succeed In business.

rauleries, she said

A hinder with mstructor and speaker
handouts will be iachsded in the bot camp
supplics. Rathiff said.

-
blacks, Latinos
|

“Partscularty strong among  women, |
hlacks and Latimos, these numbsers help 10
betier quantify the appeal of seli-cmploy
ment amel the impact this BEEFEN & the
semall Fusiness populagion has on the econ
amy.” |

The white rate increased 10 percenl
while the male rate increased 1.5 percent
Onerall the increase was 5 percent
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